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A startling example of misguided development - this is the view 
from the Nettle Cave into the Devils Coach House. All these 
concrete paths and steps should never have been built.
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Compare this historic photograph of the Devils Coach 
House with the recent one - note how all the concrete paths, 
steps, platforms (and a yellow-lidded wheelie bin) spoil the 
view and distract from the essential message - which is the 
interpretation of the natural wonders of the Jenolan Caves.

About Us
Our committee is dedicated to challenging 
governments who repeatedly threaten to damage 
the Jenolan Caves, either deliberately or just 
through thoughtlessness.

What we do
• Lobby government 
• Keep the media informed 
• Keep stakeholders informed 
• Run media campaigns 
• Publish photos on our web site 

What you can do 
• Write or email your local state MP 
• Write a letter to the newspaper 
• Email us a copy of your letters 

Again, notice the difference between this lovely historic photo 
and the “tourist trap” style which visitors are now confronted 
with at Jenolan Caves (see back panel).

Wall-to-Wall concrete and paving. Where have the creeks and 
gardens gone? Is this the future of Jenolan Caves?

Since 1985



First formed in 1985 following some outrageous 
development proposals, we were successful in having 
this development stopped and a really good Trust 
put in place for the Care, Control and Management 
of Jenolan Caves. Unfortunately the government 
disbanded this Trust and as a result Jenolan is no 
longer properly protected.

The current plan of management for Jenolan Caves 
is inadequate and there isn’t a proper advisory body. 
As a result ad hoc decisions are being made which 
are adversely affecting the Caves.

The 
Jenolan Environment 
Protection Committee

340 Million Years Old !
Scientific evidence points to a date of 340 million 
years ago as the time that the caves were created. 
The spectacular decoration in some of the caves 
occurred in more recent geological time.

Jenolan is Precious 
Limestone caves are a scarce resource in Australia. 
Although Jenolan is an area of world significance, 
the planning and management does not approach 
an equivalent standard. Unless this situation is 
remedied, the result could be disastrous for both the 
area itself and its economic benefits. The planning 
and management of such an important area should 
emphasise the need for sensitivity, consistency and 
high standards in all aspects of operation. Jenolan 
Caves is one of the world’s greatest cave areas and 
it deserves a quality of management, planning & 
funding consistent with its importance. 

Jenolan Caves as Heritage
The Jenolan Caves are truly remarkable and an 
important element of Australia’s Heritage. Briefly, 
the Jenolan area is:  
• One of the larger inter-connected cave systems 

in Australia. 
• One of the earliest cave areas to be placed under 

public management anywhere in the world. 
• Known throughout the world as one of 

Australia’s greatest natural features. 
• One of the most striking and beautiful series of 

caves open to the public anywhere in the world. 
• A repository of natural history of great 

significance, including the caves themselves, 
the karst landscape, fossils, flora (including 
some endemic species) and fauna. 

• A similar repository of cultural history and 
artefacts - few have received adequate notice. 

An historic photo showing the eastern entrance to the Grand 
Arch before the road was put through. Originally it was a 
delight and a wonder, now visitors have to dodge buses and 
cars and are herded to the edges where they can breathe in the 
traffic fumes.

• Almost certainly the first series of caves in 
the world to be lit by electricity and the site of 
Australia’s first hydro electric generator. 

Given this range of features, one can only conclude 
that the Jenolan Caves are an outstanding part of 
our national heritage, whether considered from a 
natural or cultural perspective. 

Jenolan Caves needs World Heritage Listing to 
acknowledge and protect these natural and cultural 
elements. This will not happen without adequate 
government funding. 

In recent times more and more of the natural 
landscape, including creeks and historic gardens, 
have been concreted over! This is not appropriate 
for Jenolan Caves.

Over the years the creeks have been concreted over and so 
have the historic gardens. Little now remains of the natural 
valley floor and visitors are confronted with acres of “tourist 
paving”.


